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Primary Analysis of “Toxicity is Not Suitable Be Considered as the Property of Chinese Herbs”
ZHANG Tingmo CHEN Yong YANG Min MIN Zhigiang
( School of Chinese Pharmacy Chengdu University of Traditional Chinese Medicine Chengdu 611137)
ABSTRACT This article reviews ans analyzed the concept of Chinese herb toxicity and the comments of Chinese
doctors in the past dynasties. It concludes that toxicity is not the abstract generalization of herb effect is not the
guide of curative effect is not the special effect which could direct clinical usage. Thus the authors point out that
toxicity is not suitable to be considered as the property of Chinese herbs and it seems not necessary to label some
herbs with “toxic” in Chinese herb textbooks or Pharmacopoeia of the People’s Republic of China. Instead Pharmaco—
poeia of the People’s Republic of China should list the precautions and adverse effects under the specific herb items.
Keywords toxicity of Chinese herbs; Chinese herb property; toxic herbs; adverse effect of Chinese herbs
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